
2018 Teaching Shakespeare Program Details 

The Teaching Shakespeare Program provides teachers an opportunity to learn and put into practice 
engaging and innovative approaches to teaching Shakespearean plays as drama in the classroom.  

What are the Goals of the Teaching Shakespeare Program? 
• To support the teaching of classical drama in general, and Shakespeare in particular, as a vital 

part of the educational experience 
• To enrich the teachers’ expertise in teaching Shakespeare by exploring the plays from a drama-

based approach, by studying the plays in historical and artistic contexts, and by viewing and 
discussing the plays as productions 

• To enrich students’ experience of the arts and their understanding of the central role the arts play 
in our lives 

• To enhance the enjoyment of Shakespeare for both teachers and students in the classroom and at 
the theatre 

• To enhance artists’ and teachers’ creative development by encouraging partnerships, thereby 
promoting the appreciation and understanding of their interconnected endeavors 

 
Who Can Participate?  

• New and experienced teachers at both the Elementary and Secondary level who are bringing 
students to see a play at the Stratford Festival  

• Participation is in three stages: Teacher Professional Development, Artists in Your Classroom 
and Student Matinée. Teachers must participate in all three stages. 

 
Stage I: Teacher Professional Development  
Each participating teacher will spend August 22nd and 23rd at the Stratford Festival previewing plays and 
working with Education and company members on sections of The Tempest, Coriolanus, The Comedy of 
Errors and Julius Caesar. Teachers must commit to both days. The schedule is designed to support 
participation in both the Teaching Musical Theatre and Teaching Shakespeare Programs. 
 
Artists and teachers will collaboratively explore active approaches to the material and begin to plan and 
schedule artist visits to the classroom. The Stratford Festival will provide handouts of all the exercises 
the teachers and artists explore together.  
 
Stage II: Artists in Your Classroom  
In August, each teacher will have been paired with an artist who will make two visits to the classroom, 
one before and one after the student matinée, where together they will work to prepare students for the 
theatrical experience and enrich their experience of the text.  
 
The continuity of the relationship between teacher and artist is intended to provide an opportunity for 
artists to observe and practice teaching pedagogy and for teachers to observe and practice new arts-



based strategies in the classroom. The artist classroom visits are a chance for the teacher and artist to 
deliver curriculum collaboratively.  
 
Visits are one hour or one regular class period in length, one before the student matinée and one post-
show. The text used/explored should be the play students are seeing that fall. 
 
Stage III: Student Matinée 
Each teacher will bring their participating classes to the Stratford Festival to see a performance of one 
(or more) of the following: The Tempest, Coriolanus, The Comedy of Errors or Julius Caesar. This visit 
includes a free Prologue in advance of the performance. This must be booked in advance. 
 
What is the Cost? 
The Stratford Festival funds the August sessions (including workshops, performance tickets and closing 
dinner), complimentary Prologue and the classroom visits by teaching artists for all teachers who bring 
the minimum number of classes. 
 

• Individual teachers must bring three classes of their own or work with their colleague(s) to bring 
five classes from their school in order to have their ticket deposit applied to their school ticket 
order.  

• If a teacher wishes to bring only one or two classes, they may still participate in full, but the 
ticket deposit will become a program registration fee and the full price of the student tickets 
including the deposit amount will need to be paid.  

•  
The only cost to teachers are tickets and transportation to and from the Stratford Festival in August, and 
any additional expenses incurred while in Stratford during the first stage of the program, including all 
other meals, and accommodations where necessary. Affordable accommodations are available at the 
Stratford General Hospital Residence. For information, contact the Residence at 519-271-5084 or visit 
their website at www.sgh.stratford.on.ca/residence/. 
 
Registration 

• Registration Form 
• At the time of registration, teachers must indicate the number of classes they will have 

participating.  
• A deposit of $122 +tax ($137.87) is required to secure your registration.  If you bring the 

minimum required number of classes (three per teacher or five per school), the deposit will 
ultimately be applied to your ticket order. It is refundable only prior to June 1st. For 
cancellations after June 1st, your deposit will be donated to the Shakespeare School bursary fund 
(in which case a tax receipt will be issued). 

http://www.sgh.stratford.on.ca/residence/

